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AUTHOR BIO

One Line Bio

I write romance for the head and the heart. I 

believe love is magic and my stories always have 

a little (or a lot) of  both.

Medium Bio

Leslye Penelope is an award-winning 

paranormal and fantasy romance author. Her 

debut novel, Song of  Blood & Stone, won the 2016 

Self-Publishing eBook Award from the Black 

Caucus of  the American Library Association. 

She writes speculative fiction featuring 

characters who match the real world and 

believes it’s important for everyone to see 

themselves reflected in fiction. She lives in 

Baltimore with her family. 

Longer Bio

The 'L' stands for Leslye. I was born in the Bronx but left before I could acquire an accent. I 

skipped kindergarten and went to five elementary schools in six years. Maryland is home, but 

I’ve lived in DC, New Jersey, California and Virginia.

Writing has always been my first love — I've been doing it since I could hold a pen. However, 

the idea of  make a living off  the stories I wrote seemed far-fetched, so I went off  to study 

filmmaking in college (because that is so much more practical). I'm equally left and right-brained 

and had to balance the artsy with a healthy dose of  computer programming. This all led to a 

graduate degree in Multimedia and a career in website development, but I never stopped 

writing.

I'm a member of  Romance Writers of  America and Maryland Romance Writers and live in 

Baltimore with my husband, a pit bull so vicious she’s a registered therapy dog, and a semi-feral 

cat. 

[Download high resolution photos: Photo 1 | Photo 2]
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Orphaned and alone, Jasminda is an outcast in her homeland of  Elsira, where her magical abilities 

are feared. When ruthless soldiers seek refuge in her isolated cabin, they bring with them a captive 

– an injured spy who steals her heart. 

Jack’s mission behind enemy lines nearly cost him his life, but he is saved by the healing power of  a 

mysterious young woman. Together they embark on a perilous journey straight into the heart of  a 

centuries-old conflict. 

Thrust into a hostile society, Jasminda and Jack must rely on one another even as secrets jeopardize 

their bond. As an ancient evil gains power, Jasminda races to unlock a mystery that promises 

salvation. 

The fates of  two nations hang in the balance as Jasminda and Jack must choose between love and 

duty to fulfill their destinies and end the war. 

“Penelope delivers an 

engrossing story with delightful 

characters in this fantastic 

opening to a promising series...”

- Publishers Weekly starred review

“Great characters, beautiful 

writing, incredible world 

building.”

- Ann Aguirre, New York Times bestselling author
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Born with a deadly magic she cannot control, Kyara is forced to become an assassin. Known as the 

Poison Flame, she is notorious and lethal, but secretly seeks freedom from both her untamed power 

and the blood spell that commands her. She is tasked with capturing the notorious rebel called the 

Shadowfox, but everything changes when she learns her target’s true identity. 

Darvyn ol-Tahlyro may be the most powerful Earthsinger in generations, but guilt over those he 

couldn’t save tortures him daily. He isn’t sure he can trust the mysterious young woman who claims 

to need his help, but when he discovers Kyara can unlock the secrets of  his past, he can’t stay away. 

As forbidden desire ignites their hearts, Kyara and Darvyn grapple with betrayal, old promises, and 

older prophecies—all while trying to stop a war. And when a new threat emerges, the cost of  their 

love might just be too high. 

“I love the fact that I am living in 

a world where authors like L. 

Penelope are giving us black girl 

book nerds a fantasy novel 

where we can actually see 

people like us saving the world 

and falling in love.”

- Tall Stacks of Books blog
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Caleb gave up an eternity in Euphoria for a 

chance at love on earth. Maia has seen ghosts 

her whole life, but the strange guy haunting her 

roommate is different from the others. The two 

must battle heavenly forces and their own 

hearts for a chance at happiness.

Lyrix, the first new angel to emerge in a 

millennium, brings hope for her endangered 

race. Wren is half-human and a second-class 

citizen among angels. On a jo  urney to the 

human world, tragedy strikes. They discover 

their love just may destroy both worlds.

“Full of interesting characters that are fresh and unique, a story that is 

unlike any that I have read.”

- BookDevour blog
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